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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 5495 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SHUM, PINS, KS 

SUBJECT: INDICTMENT OF REV. IN MYONG-CHIN 
REF: A) STATE 158622; B) SEOUL 3765 

1 . REV. IN MYONG-CHIN, ARRESTED MAY 1 . 1978, HAS BEEN INDICTED 
ON TWO CHARGES: (1) VIOLATION OF COOPERATIVE CREDIT UNION LAW 
AND (2) VIOLATION OF PRESIDENTIAL EMERGENCY DECREE NUMBER 9. 
ACCORDING TO KOREAN NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES (KNCC), HUMAN 
RIGHTS DIVISION, REV. IN IS BEING HELD AT SEOUL’S YONGDUNGP'O 
PRISON AND HAS NOT BEEN ALLOWED VISITORS SINCE HIS ARREST. 

TRIAL DATE IS NOT KNOWN. 

2. ACCORDING TO COPY OF INDICTMENT (OBTAINED FROM KNCC), 

FIRST CHARGE CONCERNS REV. IN'S REFUSAL TO ALLOW FEB. 1, 1978 
INSPECTION OF UIM COOPERATIVE CREDIT UNION RECORDS BY 
MINFINANCE OFFICIALS (SEE REF B). SECOND CHARGE STEMS FROM 
APRIL 17. 1978 "PRAYER MEETING FOR OPPORESSED FARMERS" HELD 
AT CALVIN CHURCH OF CHONGJU. REV. IN IS CHARGED WITH HAVING 
"FABRICATED AND DISSEMINATED GROUNDLESS RUMORS AND 
FALSEHOODS" WHILE LECUTRING AT THE PRAYER MEETING. 

ACCORDING TO INDICTMENT, REV. IN ACCUSED GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS, JUDGES AND PRISON OFFICIALS OF HAVING ACCEPTED 
BRIBES AND ABUSE OF POWER. REV. IN IS QUOTED, "IF YOU 

HAVE MONEY. YOU ARE NOT GUILTY; IF YOU DON’T HAVE MONEY 
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YOU ARE GUILTY. THE REAL THIEVES ARE OUTSIDE PRISON, 

AND EVEN IN THE PRISON, IF YOU HAVE MONEY. IT’S NOT SO 
BAD." 

3. KNCC INFORMED EMBASSY THEY PLAN TO PUBLICIZE REV. IN’S 
CASE TO THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND ORGANIZATION OF 
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN ASIA. IN PARTICULAR, KNCC HUMAN 
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RIGHTS DIRECTOR YI KYONG-BAE SAID ROKG AUTHORITIES HAD 
CITED REV. IN'S READING FROM OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURES 
DURING 4/17 PRAYER MEETING. (YI CLAIMED THESE WERE 
SOME PASSAGES QUOTED BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN INAUGURAL 
ADDRESS). YI NOTED THIS IS FIRST CASE WHERE SCRIPTURAL 
READING WAS CITED IN CONNECTION WITH CRIMINAL INDICTMENT. 

(NOTE: EMBASSY'S COPY OF INDICTMENT DOES NOT CONTAIN 
ANY REFERENCE TO ABOVE.) 

STERN 
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